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Climate Champion Program

Thirty-three Australian farmers have been recruited by the national 
Climate Champion Program to help improve communication between 
scientists and farmers about managing climate risk.

What do they have in common?

 » They are all interested in managing risks associated with climate and weather to 

improve productivity on their farms.

 » They are keen to share their knowledge with other farmers.

The program aims to:

 » get climate-related research information out to farmers—research about new 

technologies and practices for dealing with climate variability and climate change

 » feed information from farmers back to researchers about what they need to better 

manage climate risk on their property.

The program is supported by:

 » Grains Research & Development Corporation

 » Managing Climate Variability

 » Meat & Livestock Australia
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Foreword

Australia has the most variable climate in the world. The last 10 years 
have demonstrated this fact dramatically, with both severe droughts 
and flooding rains causing great hardship and destruction for farmers 
across the nation.

This booklet explains how more than 30 farmers are rising beyond the challenges to 

manage climate risk on their farms, and examines the strategies they use to maximise 

the opportunities —and their production. They come from all over Australia and from a 

range of industries.

These Climate Champion farmers have had access to the latest research in both 

weather forecasting and climate analysis. They have interacted with researchers 

studying climate variability and have had many discussions about each other’s farms.

The stories in this book tell of the innovations and technologies that have made 

farmers more sustainable in the range of climate scenarios which they confront on a 

yearly basis. Maximising profits in the good years and minimising losses in the drought 

years—and knowing the difference between the two—is the key. 

These leading farmers welcome this opportunity to share their ideas and solutions with 

other farmers relevant to their industry. They are more than willing to be contacted.  

For this we are indebted to them all.

The Managing Climate Variability program is proud of the Climate Champion Program 

and we believe it will help farmers adapt to both climate variability and climate change. 

Ian McClelland, Chairman 
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Accolades for the program

In August 2011, the 
Climate Champion 
Program was announced 
as one of three finalists 
in the NSW Government 
Eureka Prize for 
Advancement of Climate 
Change Knowledge.

The program participants 

were recognised for their 

outstanding achievements in:

 » increasing understanding 

and positively changing attitudes about the cause, process and impacts of climate 

change and the need for action

 » improving skills to respond to climate change

and

 » positively changing behaviour towards helping reduce the impacts of climate change.

Their results to date are impressive. The Climate Champion farmers have:

 » shared their stories in Australian media, including the Climate Kelpie website

 » presented at, held and attended field days, demonstration days, on-farm walks and 

tours, seminars, conferences, panels and farmer workshops

 » established links with a host of organisations to understand opportunities for 

Australian agriculture

 » provided feedback to researchers about climate products for farmers, research 

priorities and fact sheets

 » invited researchers to their farms to study their practices.

L-R: John Ive, Robyn Ive, David Cattanach, Lynne Strong, 
Andrew Carmichael, Peter Holding
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Praise from industry and research

This program should be applauded for its innovative approach 
to getting Australia’s landholders to start a conversation about 

not only what is occurring due to climate change and climate 
variability in our rural industries, but what can be done about it.

ANN PENNY, NETWORKS COORDINATOR  
NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION RESEARCH FACILITY

I cannot applaud this activity and approach strongly 
enough. I would love to see a day where the program is 

expanded to ensure we have a suite of climate extension and 
communication occurring across rural Australia, so that those 

on the front-line of climate change are better informed and can 
access good support to develop their responses.
GRAEME ANDERSON,  SPECIALIST, CLIMATE CAPABILITY 

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

All the farmers we have contacted through the program  
have been very willing to share their insights regarding farming 

in a changing climate, and have had fascinating stories to tell  
and experiences to share.

ROBBIE SEFTON 
SEFTON & ASSOCIATES




